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PVATINEIBE Dig Niu | ee eD eats aL OOO, 
To the Citizens and Taxpayers : 

We invite your attention to the accompanying Financial 
Statement and Superintendent’s Report covering another fiscal 
year in the history of our Public Schools. | 

The constant increase in membership has resulted in the 
filling of all our class rooms (excepting in the new Lincoln 
School), including eight in the old church building, and brings 
us to the point where additional facilities in the immediate 
future will be an absolute necessity. 

The contemplated High School building can be finished 
none too soon to provide the necessary accommodations, not 
only for the High School itself, but also by transfers, for the 
other grades, which are now beginning to be crowded for room. 

When the new building shall be an accomplished fact, 
Plainfield will occupy an enviable position in educational 
facilities among the cities of our State. 


Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Board, 


FRED C. LOUNSBURY, 
Secretary. 
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OFFICE HOURS: 
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ELECTION OF TRUSTEES. 


One each year for term of five years. Election held on 
the day of regular municipal election in December, at usual 
polling places. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


At the regular monthly meeting in January of each year. 


TUITION FEE FOR NON-RESIDENTS. 


Pupils residing outside the city limits are admitted to the 
Public Schools, as far as the accommodations will permit, upon 
payment of the following tuition fees : 

High School perquartemuteneweels ieee race $12. 

Grammar School, per quarter (ten weeks)...... af. 

Primary School, per quarter (ten weeks)........ 6. 
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BOARD MEETINGS. 
Stated meetings of the Board, First Monday of each month 
at 7.45 P. M. Rooms, High School Building. 
Bill Nights, First Monday of each month, 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


Office of Superintendent, High School Building, West Fifth 
Street and Arlington Avenue. 


Office Hours—8:30 to 9:00 A. M.:on School days. 


SCHOOL SESSIONS. 


Miete He OCUOO rl eee ee es TOM) 8220 AC Mesto TO0.P uM: 
Pe tllieroCuCOlao ean Ae rOll) S20 An Ma. tOel200, Pehle 
nds Dep, teri. - OOO PAM sLOel 2uMu Ie 201093 La Paane 
Paty WO) toe ew rer GO: OOstOel Eid SoA Me 130i (07300 Beem, 


Grammar and Primary Departments. 


On one-session days, Hours from g:00 A. M. to 1:00 P. M. 


: SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1900-1901. 
FALL TERM— 


Begins September rr, 1900, closes December 21, 1go0. 


DIONE ES EG SOS YEG Reape 
Begins January 3, gor, closes April 5, rgo7. 


LAT ONG Ce al BIEN) kre 
Begins April 15, rgor, closes June 20, gor, 


FALL TERM— 
Begins September ro, rgor , closes December 20, gor. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Receipts and Expenditures for the Year Ending August 31st, 1900. 


REHCHIPTS. 
September 1st, 1899— 


Balance from August 31st, 1899..$ 609 84 
Due from Lincoln School Building 
A CCOUT ta hee eek kee eee 2,782 50 


District tax received from the Collector 


of the City :— 

Arrears 1or the year vi 3S iceaeeian ¢ 215 
Mt nt LO85 kom ote I go 
ce cs TSB 7-7 heer ees I go 
ie 1890. I 04 
$e a TSO Lean a eee La ia 
“ % LOG 2 ei eke ern I 10 
66 66 1893 ) fe) J 8 
a _ 1894.. 12432 
66 66 1895 a 24 7 
‘ : 1896.. 60 32 
e # DSO Finck eae 494 37 
66 66 1898 2775 60 

$ 3,385 79 

Currentiyeatey oa ee ee 1899 46,357 77 
$49,743 56 

Interest‘on arrears Oly taxc ee 661 OI 
$50,404 57 

Net proceeds of Martin Act taxes.... 2,927 19 


—$ 3,392 34 


539331 76 
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State tax received through the City 
Treasurer : 

State appropriation 1899-I1900....... $1,492 13 

State tax go per cent. fund 1899-1900 18,773 28 

State tax 10 per cent. fund 1899-1900 1,697 69 


PetitiolemOn-residentS cn. see ws 
Bites maper titles -etC a. Wet ears otis 


Bei prary accoult. .. er... 
“Estos 3 AR ECA AY Soll, Se AR a | 
DISBURSEMETNS. 
Sa.aries, léachers..-.)...: ese aed $47,754 20 
PemOLe aC Nolen ar Mrs wine ss Sse ¢ iste wag 2: 
$53,607 52 
LUE REAR ENE a be a an 2,175 60 
Pree tei Ns hte Sr Mig i A Ae 2 Son starts 
Running school expenses. ... 
meeMOtely: SUNDIUICS 1a. hs seat ake iy ed oben ay, 
Sg TI Tp AAO SCR Seger a ne eRe 2 385 15 
BEEP ALICG cba Tee et Biase ee Je cree 201 60 
Seisusrenumeration . 2... ee 169 90 


Inhabitants of the City of Plainfield, 
percentage proportion for the assess- 


ing and collecting of school taxes. . 876 62 
LBS aR ie oe aed I re a 1,620 0g 
MRL GLCLE LL UALS Aue ey atten eu cise 2Intte eas aif a ie a 994 43 
eel Alesl PD MeS itis corset abhi wise IEORe Ly 
COSY IPRA Pe et EA a 55389 57 
SESS Cre Rau OS bales Oo Ly cy ee ee 69I OI 
Pret it aitcicattageti nt... 6B es 2 VRewes) Ze 
Laake taigaen ted pear Eck aoe ome 39 05 
DV eTeSeh yi Cetra ie in tie el one g in S77. 70 


Rental of Whittier School and Drill 


PIFOO2HEO 
To 20 00 
IIl5 OL 
118 70 
2,400 OO 


$82,657 71 


$55,901 58 
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Haller eat Nts sie ee ene eee 540 OO 
Medicaliinsnectoressia cavum eae 400 OO 
Assessment on school property, benefits 124 00 
Removal ofsashes sae siae pelt. vane LLOW, > 
Telephone service..i).0.56%..45..53-. 169 20 
EXXpressage te bg earn hac ene necuee eapaeee 47. SA 
Rifless eee eA Pa aie ean ee cae 67850 
Interestion andebtedness2y) ie ee Bae SOO 
Payments on indebtedness.......... _4,000 00 


Text books and school supplies... ... 
Library accotntews-eee any 


September 1, 19g00— 


Balance in City National Bank......$ Bg Lis 
Balance in First National Bank...... 166 90 
$e ror OS 

Debit balance with Custodian of school 
MONEYS se) et re eee ee er eae 6 92 
$ 163 13 

Due from Lincoln School Building 
ACCOUNT ' sy 2e 1 meee yiaeian oie Sienna Co 


September 1, 1g00— 


Balance in genéraliaccount:: .a5- 2... $4) LOUSOS 
Libraryaccount. serene ene 61218 
$ 163 13 

Due from Lincoln School Building 
ACCOUNE cae NRE aon ee Doerr eae 2,782 50 


MARTIN ACT ACCOUNT. 
RECEIPTS. 
Received from the City Treasurer, net 
proceeds of Martin Act taxes col- 


20,465 16 


3,237 95 
108 29 


$79,712 08 


2,945 63 


$82,657 71 


— $2945 63 
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lected to December i; 1809... ae... $2; 279116 


MePOUPACCOUNL OLE. wishes ¢ 2,900 00 
September 1, 1900. Balance in First 
PariGrarebankwesar se sek ae eee Q7AtG 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 
ASSETS. 
Septy 11,1900, Balance in banks... /: ¢. Paso LOTR LS 
Martin Act Money in City Treasurer’s 
hands and not paid over, net amount 6,277 12 


Martin Act taxes not yet collected... 4,413 04 
Due from Lincoln School Building 

ASST SHAS A ROP MG Soa ree hed 27320 50 
Arrears of tax not in Martin Act 

Bee iil babe yeah re MS BRO sata e IP,603 023 

LIABILITIES. 

Bonds and coupons due Sept. 1, 1900..$ 2,960 00 
Sep ay ale: wee yeec\. + WINE 2 or aS I00 20 
POU EDA VA DIG .cia. +e bonis eatiele Sues 2EE27s, 30 


mites buildings, furniture, efc ss). .'-. 
Against which there is standing, cou- 

PemebOnds ated Delcetitat.ie ty. stele- 48,000 00 
Bond and Mortgage at 4% per cent.. 23,000 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


Liat 


$ 2,927 19 


$ 2,927 19 


$25,329 02 


24,187 56 


232,000 OO 


71,000 00 


J. B. Progpasco, President. 
FRED C. LOUNSBURY, Secretary. 


TN LOVE LAY 
FRED C. LOUNSBURY, 
W. R. RICHARDS, 
Auditing Committee. 


Superintendent’s Report. 


Gentlemen of the School Board : 

I take pleasure in presenting you, herewith, my eighth 
annual report of the schools under your charge. 

The general statistics are as follows : 


Number of children between five and eighteen years of 


age, as shown by the Census of May,.Igoo....... 3391 
Hnroliment asta ae T8Q0—TQOO Mate at denen ae 2556 
Average Membership .. Sirad 2 Wa ay ie en coe team a) ol Oe 
Average Attendance... Pee orator tah OEY AI SC 1816 
Number of Teachers .. ES On Oh pte eae eee 69 


The statistics show a small increase in the number of 
children of school age in the city and an increase of about one 
hundred in the number enrolled in school. 

The average attendance shows an increase of only about 
thirty, which is partially due to pupils being kept at home from 
fear of contagion at times when disease is prevalent. I would 
say that under prevailing conditions much of this absence 
seems unnecessary. ‘There are but few schools that are as 
carefully watched, from a hygenic standpoint, as the Plainfield 
Schools. At the time of the scarlet fever epidemic nearly all 
the cases were from outside our school system, but when cases 
did occur among our numbers the class rooms were disinfected, 
the children were carefully watched by teacher and physician 
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and, in some cases, the school physician made special investiga- 
tion and examination so that the school room might almost be 
said to be the safest place for a child at such a time. 


SCHOOL WORK. 

As a whole, the work of the year has been very successful 
and satisfactory. There have been increased studiousness on 
the part of the older pupils and consequent improvement in 
results. As the pupils reach the higher grades, it is evident 
that we are making steady improvement in our language work, 
a subject that is most important, but that is at the same time, 
in the ordinary school course, one of the most unsatisfactory. 

The concentration of our seventh and eighth grades in the 
Whittier School has been a great improvement on former con- 
ditions. It has enabled us to make a much better grading of 
the pupils, and to do much more uniform and effective work. 
At the end of four or five weeks after the pupils came into the 
building, each grade was carefully divided into sections accord- 
ing to the ability of the pupils. Each section was then 
advanced as fast as the ability of the pupils in the section 
permitted, and as a pupil showed extra ability or a deficiency, 
he was changed to suit his needs. ‘This enabled us to send an 
unusually large number to the High School by rapid advance- 
ment and it has also made it possible to complete some studies 
a year earlier than has been our custom. A large proportion 
of the ninth grade have also taken Latin and the Elements of 
Algebra so as to bridge over the gap between the High School 
and the Grammar School and make more sure the successful 
accomplishment of the High School work when the pupils 
reach that school. I think the change was successful in the 
opinion of both teacher and pupil and it will send a stronger 
entering class into the High School. 

The one session plan has been continued in the Whittier 
School during the year and seems generally acceptable, although 
this year a still younger class of children has been brought 
under its application. At least, I have heard of but one or 
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two objections to the plan, and many parents have personally 
spoken to me in approval of it. It has proved very beneficial 
in enabling teachers to meet individual pupils in the afternoon 
and give any assistance needed. | 

Whenever parents prefer that their child should study in 
the school room under the oversight of a teacher, the arrange- 
ment is readily made on application to the principal, as at least 
one teacher is in the building each afternoon. 

As a result of the improved conditions, the grammar grades 
are doing better work and more of it than at any time since the 
schools came under my charge. 

There has recently come into my hands a copy of the report 
of the Trustees for the first year of the Plainfield Public School 
system. As a matter of interest and to preserve it I have 
arranged to print it in the Appendix of this Report. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The High School opened the year with an entering class 
of 82 and attained an enrollment of 181 during the year. Both 
figures are the largest in the history of the school. In 1898 
this school numbered but 139. The increase is due partly to 
the larger entering classes and partly to the fact that pupils are 
coming into the High School better prepared, and therefore 
few are lost’ because of failure in class work; both of which 
causes are the result largely of better organization in the 
grammar grades. Large as the attendance is, it seems sure to 
increase forty or fifty a year for some years. 

The work of the school has been carried on along the same 
lines as last year. Nearly half the graduating class are intend- 
ing to continue their education in some higher institution, 
entering, among others, Williams College, Smith College, Bryn 
Mawr, The Woman’s College of Baltimore, Wellesley, and 
Mount Holyoke. 

The excellence of the work of the High School as a fitting 
school for college has been again attested by one of our gradu- 
ates taking the prize for best preparation in a competitive 
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examination held by the college he entered. All the others 
who go to college this year have been accepted without con- 
ditions. 

The Commercial Course has now been established three 
years, and’occupies a large and definite position in the High 
School curriculum. It is filling an important place in the lives 
of many pupils, giving them a course that requires a good 
amount of strong, hard work qt the same time that it furnishes 
that which appeals to some as more attractive than the classical 
studies. There are now forty students following this course, 
and this year for the first time the course has representatives 
in the graduating class. ‘There are already about thirty pupils 
who have taken a part of the course, in the three years since 
it was established, who are filling positions where they use 
the training this work has given them. The New High School 
Building should enable us to give this department an equip- 
ment that shall make it possible to do a still more effective 
work. 

THE NEW HIGH SCHOOL. 


The event of the year most momentous and full of promise 
is the decision of the Board that $100,000 should be spent on a 
a new High School, and the City Council’s approval of the 
Board’s plan to raise that amount of money. 

The inadequacy of the present building for a school aiming 
to do the work of our school has long been apparent to all 
familiar with the conditions. It has also become more apparent 
each year that if our school is to hold its position of pre- 
eminence in the school system of the State, it must soon have 
a new building with a modern equipment suitable to the carry- 
ing out of modern plans of school work, ‘since other cities have 
been meeting the needs of their schools and supplying a 
modern equipment. The new building will not only add 
greatly to the efficiency of the High School; it will also add a | 
new dignity to the work of the whole school system. 

The High School is pre-eminently the finishing school of 
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the people. Important as its work of preparing pupils for the 
Normal Schools and the Colleges is, it has a still more important 
work in furnishing the highest education that most of our 
children will receive. A beautiful, impressive building for its 
accommodation will be a standing invitation to every child 
in the lower grades that sees it to fit himself to enter that 
school and get the benefits that its splendid equipment will give. 
It will, undoubtedly, largely increase the size of the school 
within a few years of its completion. It cannot be finished 
any too soon for the relief of the other buildings. There is 
not a vacant room in any of the.school buildings, except the 
Lincoln, and there will be but two rooms there after the new 
class is started this fall. The rented building used by the 
Whittier School is also fully occupied. It is probable, there- 
fore, that before the High School is completed we shall have 
overflow classes in the assembly room of some of the buildings ; 
hence it is desirable that it should be brought to completion 
at as early a date as is practicable. 


MANUAL TRAINING. 


It should be a part of the plan of the new High School to 
provide an equipment for a manual Training High School 
Course and also to provide facilities for giving manual work to 
the classes in the Grammar School. 

At various times I have expressed to your honorable Board 
my conviction of the value of manual training, not only in the 
High School, but as allied work in some of its forms in all the 
grades. I have not recommended its introduction up to this 
time partly from lack of suitable rooms to carry it into proper 
operation and partly on account of the expense. It has been 
‘ my dream that at an early date a new High School would be 
erected and that this would give us the needed accommoda- 
tions. ‘The question of expense is as large as it ever was, but 
it seems to me that it is time that we meet it. The State will 
pay half the cost of running expenses. 

I trust that when the requisition is prepared for the Board 
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of Estimate next spring, you will deem it wise to include a 
separate clause asking for funds for establishing a complete 
Manual Training Course. 


MEMOIR. 


The schools have suffered two severe losses during the 
year, in the retirement of Miss Carrie B. Runyon on account 
of impaired health, and in the death of Miss Lena Tomlinson. 

Miss Runyon began work in a primary grade in 1866. 
Continuing her work from year to year, without a break, she 
has taught in nearly every grade up to the High School, having 
for many years been in charge of the ninth grade in the Still- 
man School. She was a rare teacher, one of the best I have 
known, bright, cheerful, progressive, with infinite patience in 
dealing with those mentally slow and with great tact in man- 
aging the mischievous and the malicious. For many years no 
pupil entered the High School without having passed under 
her beneficent influence, and if the real, inner history of Plain- 
field could be written, the present generation would be shown 
to be greatly indebted to her. 

Miss Tomlinson began work in the eighth grade in 1892 
and has filled that position each year until failing health com- 
pelled her to leave the school rooni, but a few weeks before her 
death. She was a teacher of wide experience, of much en- 
ergy and intelligence, and animated with a desire to excel. 
Although for months conscious of the disease that hung over 
her, she continued the fight with a courage and cheerfulness 
that preserved the strength of her work in the school room. 


EDUCATIONAL LECTURES. 


Through the co-operation of the Board and the teachers, 
the public had the privilege of listening to a course of lectures 
by Professor Howard Griggs, formerly in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Ethics in Leland Stanford, Jr., University. 

Under the general subject, ‘‘ Education and Ljfe,’’ he 
treated of The Parent and the Teacher in Moral Education, 
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The Development of Personality in Children, The Training of 
American Citizenship, and Education for the Art of Life. 

The lectures were very interesting and full of inspiration 
to the teachers and the parents who heard them. 


THE WOPIREEVO Reh ao CrHOO Tins. 


In my administration of school affairs I have had two aims 
especially in mind; one, to establish the strongest possible 
feeling of mutual respect and cordial co-operation between 
parents and teachers; the other, the development of a spirit 
of naturalness, freedom, sympathy and mutual consideration 
in the relations between pupils and teachers. I feel that your 
teachers are to be congratulated over the progress we have 
made in this direction. 

The parent is the one above all who should be interested 
in the school. It is his child that is being educated ; it is his 
home that is being influenced by the school work. ‘The parent 
‘and the teacher are doing the same work, guiding the develop- 
ment of the same child. It is just as foolish and wasteful for 
parent and teacher to antagonize each other and work at cross 
purposes as it is for two partners in a business firm; each 
destroys, to some extent, the work of the other. When the 
child discovers that his parents have a contempt for the teacher’s 
administration or instruction, he develops the same contempt, 
the teacher’s influenee over him is weakened, he learns to dis- 
regard authority of which the teacher is the exponent in his 
school life, and, thus, there are sown in his mind the seeds of 
lawlessness. 

When a teacher says or does anything to lessen the regard 
of the child for his parent he undermines his own authority * 
and loosens his hold upon the child in a similar way-.. There 
is every reason, therefore, why both parent and teacher should 
understand each other and work together for the good of the 
child. ‘That they do not work together, many times, is due to 
a lack of knowledge of each other, to a lack of trust, or to 
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looking at matters solely from one standpoint, that of the 
teacher or that of the parent. 

To bring teacher and parent closer together, I have held 
several parents’ meetings in the various schools, calling the 
parents together for a brief period of social conversation with 
the teachers, and then in a short address trying to make plain 
the spirit that animates our school administration and inviting 
questions and suggestions on the part of the parents. These 
‘meetings have seemed very enjoyable and satisfactory to both 
teachers and parents and have done much to strengthen the 
already excellent relations between our parents and teachers, 
and have thereby elevated the spirit of the schools. 

It is not, of course, possible to change a school system, or 
make over the general plans, for one person; but in many 
particulars it is possible to meet a parent's desires without 
effect on the working of the school, and when this can be done 
every teacher is glad to do it. I, therefore, earnestly urge a 
conference between parent and teacher or principal whenever, 
in a matter of importance, it seems to the parent that the 
teacher’s course is ill advised or undesirable. There is no 
point in my own administration so dear to me that I would not 
at once abandon or change it should I become convinced that 
it is unwise or see that which is better. 

The relations between pupil and teacher have improved 
very much in the last few years. Rules have been reduced to 
a minimum. ' Effort is made to give all the freedom that is con- 
sistent with the proper performance of the school work. The 
teacher has dropped the attitude of policeman and taken up 
that of friend, and the pupil is being led to look upon the 
teacher not as an enemy on the watch to restrict his pleasures, 
but as a guide and leader. In higher grades he is held 
more and more to the idea of personal responsibility, based 
upon self-respect, in discipline and work, until in the High 
School the matter of order and conduct is largely in the hands 
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of the pupils themselves, being administered by committees 
chosen by the pupils. 

Believing, as I do, that character is the most important 
product of the school, it has been a pleasure to note during the 
year, side by’side with improvement in work, a growing spirit 
of kindliness in the relations of teachers and pupils, which 
makes the school a happy, industrious, .well-disposed com- 
munity, with better and better conditions for the development 
of manliness, honesty, faithfulness and the other virtues that 
go to make a good character. 

Until child nature is changed, I suppose, pupils will try a 
weak teacher, but the school atmosphere that prevails in most 
of the classes puts within the power of a strong teacher infinite 
possibilities for doing imperishable work. 

For the creation of this spirit I wish to thank both the 
parents, whose cordial co-operation and support has made it 
possible, and the teachers, by whose persistent, devoted work it 
has been developed. 

Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY M. MAxsoNn, 
Supt. of Schools. 


APPENDIX. 


List of Teachers, 1899-1900. 


Superintendent, HENRY M. MAXSON. 


ree Serb: 


IRA W. TRAVELL, Prin. GEORGE W. SANFORD, 
ELLEN E. NILES, ALICE M. WHITNEY, 
ELLEN K. CummMiIne, S. Lena Bass, 


A. B. M®BREDITH. 
PREPARATORY CLASS. 


CARRIE B. RUNYON, M. ELIZABETH BENEDICT, 
MaseL A. Maxson, /Panzst. 


WHITTIER SCHOOL. 


ANNA M. Day, vin. ELIZABETH FE. Mork, 
ALICE W. LANSING, FLORA GRIFFIN, 
LENA TOMLINSON, ANNA E. MANKTELOW, 


ELEANOR T. WILBER. 


FRANKLIN SCHOOL. 


INGE Si, BULLOCK, 77772. EpirH L. GILBERT, 
MaBEL W. MITCHELL, FLORENCE CHURTON, 
JENNIE DAVIES, LoTtre B: STRONG; 
CHARLOTTE C. MERRILL, MINNIE B. MCMASTER, 
EMMA FORCE, MADGE L. SUTPHEN, 


CLARA J. CHURTON, CAROLINE A. BARBER, 
: EpitH R. Bonn. 


| 
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WASHINGTON SCHOOL. 


M. EK. Humpston, vin. MARGARET R. Cory, 

ANNA W. BOORAEM, CHARLOTTE EK. TENNANT, 
JENNIE OWEN, LILLIAN T. GLEN, 

S. LouisK Woop, LILLIAN DU CHARME, fzanzist. 


BRYANT SCHOOL. 


Emma V. SHarrucK, Prin., CLARA TICKNOR, 


Kats A. REMER, E. May TENNANT, 
ARIADNE GILBERT, EmMMA M. STARR, 
HARRIET BAKER, Louise B. RUNYON, 
Mary A. CowLé&s, Cora F. Capmus, 

JESSIE A. BROWNE, LA VERNE LEwIs, Prantst. 


IRVING SCHOOL. 
GENEVIEVE PETRIE, Prin., Lucy lL. BRown, 


ANNA W. WATSON, CHARLOTTE M. BEEKMAN, 
GrRAcE C. TELLER, Lucia N. Woop, 
ELIZABETH W. REYNOLDS, HATTIE FILMER, 

LOTTIE W. STILLMAN, Mary M. GRISWOLD, 
AuIcE A. LEE, SUSIE DAVIES, 

ADA H. CLARK, CORA PERRY. 


LINCOLN SCHOOL. 


ANNA 8S. COYLE, AGNES B. FREEMAN, 
ALICE MILLER, ELIZABETH T. ANGELL, 


Nancy M. THomas, MABEL A. MAxson, Assistant. 


SUPERVISOR OF MUSIC. 
CHARLES L. LEwISs. 
SUPERVISOR OF DRAWING. 


ANNA J. BENNETT. 


PaANROLEMENL OF PUPILS: 
I8QQ-1Q00. 


SCHOOL GRADE BOYS | GIRLS | TOTAL, 
High School. 
Berek RAVE Lettered psc ccee me SEn1Oie a, tay ot 3 22 25 
Perea: tat NLIGES vo ye) ta ots fs TMH1OG aaa: II 13 24 
BCEEN Ke CUMMING. 2... cic 5... +. Second Year.| 18 32 50 
GEORGE W.: SANFORD. .........-- First Year....| .38 44 82 
PREPARATORY CLASS. 
Ramtec be DUN YON... + est 5s ere Ninth nce: II 29 40 
M. ELIZABETH BENEDICT........ Ninth ce se 4 18 32 
Whittier School. 
Dei Ae VL, LIA Vile lag ob, ae. sxs gees Paigh tin aieea tan 15 [7 30 
PVE LG rye W oA 1A NSING sie oe soho ces cers? Hignth ease i 22 35 
Tae OMILINSON 45.5, 23 dee aelee.'33 Highth ere: II 1G 28 
PEWwABE TH Lh MORE 0) 4:cs 3. Seventy was 13 21 34 
ANNA E. MANKTELOW...... Mera DEVE hence 8 30 38 
TORS GO RIEE LN ie, oo ils Jecivreashes DEVE TIC mens. 14 16 30 
PEBANOR. 1. WILBER 2. . -2s%c,095 - Seventh ..... 23 15 38 
Franklin School. 
EAD EUW so VLITCH EL Lid wi. fvctans : Sixt aece.ec 28 20 48 
IELTS SUA VTE Wah dn-c. tye. ahs dsr es Siti rwnte ee 24 22 47 
GHaARTOULCE Cie VMERRITIAC. cot) eeifth 22 21 43 
TRIM AVUORCE Se rariists mac geen dab: POUL ee 23 28 51 
Sead A eeC MUR LO NS cpio ctx Oia POUre eer ssa 18 35 53 
PeOEre a eGICBER TS - ak. tk. ire koe At 22 66 
OD tLe ele DELON Gites sniig ae eee sees Second s..eae eos 27 52 
MINNIE BAM OMASTER ir stris. <2. %) Second)... 28 19 47 
DIADGE tly. poUTPHENe e805 5 oo IESE ae atthe) 28 24 se. 
PRROLIN EC AAU AR BERS Anan. sds + Eirste sai ae 0 23 53 
TOTP Rae RON Dies ec ke oe 5 Se ..| Kindergarten | 17 21 38 
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SCHOOL GRADE BOYS |GIRLS TOTAL 
Washington School. 

My ESP HUMPSTON S40 oes ee ore os Hitt serene eae 18 30 
ANNA W. BOORAEM............-. Bourth? eee 9 20 29 
JENNIE) OWEN Agta ape cee tone Third 2a 18 13 ai 
S:aLOuIsea, WOOD.) . mene a So DOCONd enn amos 12 35 
MARGARET Ro JCORV as. . pace es Hirstee oy ere 22 20 42 
CHARLOTTE E. TENNANT.......- Bitst3.e nee 31 oar) 58 
TALL EA Nel sn GLENe. wich, Meee eisai Kindergarten | 24 22 46 

Bryant School. 
KATH AS REMER ieee) a ee Sixth pao 24 26 50 
ARIASDNE* GILBERT ate den tees Pitter 26 24 50 
HARRIET BAKER 4.02 7e) Gk gen ifthe cea 21 24 45 
MARY: ALi COWLES coe ee ee Rourth:). =) S28 18 46 
JESSIE ALU BROWNE Pe tae Fourthy ..ee23 12 35 
CLARA “TICKNOR ©2789 a ae ARITC seta 26 24 50 
He, MAY LENNAN Deus he ene SECON i turias 23 27 50 
EMMA MU STARR Gigs tee tae ca eee Birst 5.2) wees 19 24 43 
LOUISE) B.{RUNYON poem eer ITSL? coon 28 21 49 
CORA? Fi CAD MUS nei tee Ae Kindergarten] 23 21 44 

Irving School. : 
ANNA “Wo WATSONS 2). =n, eee: SIS 1 Sa weer 24 23 47 
GRACE IG Dk Rees pee ee BUtttise aeons vs 22 47 
ELIZABETH W. REYNOLDS....... Fourtiwe... os 22 16 38 
TOTTIBRW.-STILLMANS aoe en ee BKourtheee 24 Ke) 34 
ALICH AL SL HijiA. Siesta oe iT Mewes ae 19 22 4I 
ADA Hs AGLARK heey erat ee A Ditd tree en 16 25 4l 
Lucy: Ts BROWN lee ge eee SECON (ies ee 23 16 39 
CHARLOTTE M. BEEKMAN....... SECON lee. 20 19 39 
TGUCTA (N? WOOD Weta Gee Birstcn 815 ve 17 21 38 
FLATITE HEL MER Manghae ane et eee Hirsh 22 27 49 
MARY M. GRISWOLD .22 2200s. Pirstvnis ee: 23 26 49 
SUSIE: DAVIES)... ee ee ae Kindergarten | 43 47 go 

Lincoln School. 
ANNA'S. GOV LH ee we aie wae Bourth See ay 14 45 
ALICE Mit LER aeuen) sree Ehirdseeink i 20 Ke) 39 
NANCY’ MG THOMAS? Puss cen SECONCGH ae tn. 33 15 48 
AGNES) B:) KREEMANG. 7 (heme Hitsti yer ch 29 21 50 
ELIZABH/LAE eA NGHIT, oo a oe Kindergarten| 26 25 51 


Graduates of the High School, 


IQ0o. 


CLASSICAL COURSE. 


Helen Louise Brown, Charles Hillman Fountain, 
Mary Lock. 


LATIN—MODERN LANGUAGE COURSE. 


Flora Campbell, Alice Louise Morgan, 
Sarah Pauline Denton, Mary Alice Ross, 
Josephine Herrick Lapsley, Emily Sanford Runyon, 
Mary Lee Mann, Irma Georgette Wolf, 
Ruth Potter Maxson, Marion Drake Woodcock, 
Beatrice Miner, Walter Squires. 


MODERN LANGUAGE COURSE. 
Edna Burr, Clara Gaston Dunhani. 


LATIN—HISTORY COURSE. 


Fannie May Fish, Emma Harper Miller, 
Iola Moore. 


COMMERCIAL, COURSE. 
Dora Amelia Bennett, Albert Linden Schomp. 


Order of Exercises. 


OVERTURE—'‘‘ Morning, Noon and Night,’’ - - Suppe 


INVOCATION, Pe - - - Rev. Arthur EF. Main 
Pas DES FLEURS, Rate a yh. e Bay iis ys Delibes 
SALUTATORY ADDRESS, - - - - - Edna Burr 
PRIZE SONG—“‘ Meistersinger,’’ - - - Wagner 
SALUTATORY Essay—‘‘ Historic Plainfield,’’ - Mary Lock 
SELECTION—‘‘ The Singing Girl,’ = - : - Herbert 
ADDRESS, - : - : Professor Edward H. Griggs 
(Late of Leland Stanford, Jr., University. ) 


‘THE RED AND GREEN,”’ - - - - - Howard 


PRESENTATION OF REWARDS. 


Mr. LEANDER N. LOVELL. 


For English Composition, (The late G. H. Babcock Prize), 
Offered by Mrs. G. H. Babcock 
For Mathematics, (The late Dr. C. H. Stillman Prize), 
Offered by Mrs. C. H. Stillman 
For United States History, 
Offered by Wm. R. Richards, D.D. 
For Spelling, - - Offered by Mr. Leander N. Lovell 
For Penmanship, — - - Offered by Mr. Charles F. Abbott 
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For Modern Languages, Offered by Mr. E. R. Ackerman 
For Latin, - - Offered by John B. Probasco, M. D. 
For Commercial Studies, - Offered by Mr. E. R. Ackerman 
SPANISH DANCE, ; - : - - Moszkowsky 


Essay AND VALEDICTORY—‘‘ The Search for the Holy Grail,”’ 
Ruth Potter Maxson. 
ENTRE ACTE BT VALZE—‘‘ Cappelia,”’ - : Delibes 


PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS. 
By the President of the Board of Education, 
J. B. Propasco, M. D. 


Marcu—‘‘ American Valor,’’ - ‘ - Conterno 


Award of Prizes. - 


IQO0. 


ENGLISH -COMPOSITION. 
The George H. Babcock Prize, given by Mrs. Babcock. 


First Prize—Hudson’s Shakespeare, 12 vols., 
Ella Louise Lounsbury. 
Second Prize—Longfellow’s Works, 11 vols., 
Linden Wentzel Bridgeman. 
Honorable Mention—Ella Louise Whitney, 
Mary Alice Ross. 


MATHEMATICS. 
The Dr. C. H. Stillman Prize, given by Mrs. Stillman. 
First Prize—$15.00 in gold, Kizzie Eager. 
Second Prize—$10.00 in gold, Sarah Pauline Denton. 
Honorable Mention—Mary Lock, Mary Lee Mann. 


TRANSLATION PRIZES. 


For the best translation of assigned passages, a first prize 
of $3.00 and a second prize of $2.00, to be 
expended in books chosen by the receiver. 
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MopDERN LANGUAGES—Given by Mr. Ernest R. Ackerman. 


Sentor French. 


First Prize—Ruth Potter Maxson. 
Second Prize—Mary Lee Mann. 
Honorary Mention—Clara Gaston Dunham. 


® 
Junior French. 


First Prize—Ella Louise Lounsbury. 
Second Prize—Madeline Evans. 
Honorable Mention—Martha R. Anthony. 


German. 
First Prize—Charles Ames Brooks. 


Second Prize—Emima Harper Miller. 
Honorable Mention-—Alice Louise Morgan. 


LATIN LANGUAGE—Given by J. B. Probasco, M. D. 


Senior Latin. 


First Prize—Mary Lock. 
Second Prize—Ruth Potter Maxson. 


Honorable Mention—Iola Moore. 


Junior Latin. 


First Prize—Ella Louise Whitney. 
Second Prize—Charles Ames Brooks. 
Honorable Mention—Fred. R. Mason, 


Second Year Latin. 


First Prize—Russell Bailey. 
Second Prize—Edna Moore. 
Honorable Mention—Erwin Briant Leland. 
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GREEK LANGUAGE— 


Sentor Greek. 


Honorable Mention—Mary Lock. 


Juntor Greek. 


Honorable Mention—Kizzie Eager. 


COMMERCIAL PRIZES. 
Given by Mr. Ernest R. Ackerman, 


A first prize of $3.00 and a second prize of $2.00, to 
be expended in books. 


Stenography. 
First Prize—Linden Wentzel Bridgeman. 
Second Prize—Kmma E. Larew. 
Honorable Mention—Joseph Everett Reighton. 


Typewriting. 
First Prize—Cora Abbie Harris. 


Second Prize—Charlotte Johnson. 
Honorable Mention—Peter Ughetta. 


Bookkeeping. 


First Prize—Lawrence Cloud Whitall. 
Second Prize—Arthur Lewis Denton. 
Honorable Mention—Luther Lake Sheppard. 


SPELLING. 


Given by Mr. Leander N. Lovell. 
Longfellow’s Poems, Cambridge Edition. 
Prize—Rachel S. Aughiltree. 
Honorable Mention—Edna W. Randolph. 
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UNITED STATES HISTORY, 
Given by William R. Richards, D. D., Green’s History of 
the English People, 4 vols. 
Prize—Helen A. Munro. 


Honorable Mention—Rachel S. Aughiltree 
Jean Douglass. 


PENMANSHIP. 


Given by Mr. Charles F. Abbott, Bryant’s Library of 
Poetry and Song. 


Prize for best Writing—Maud Van Auken. 
Honorable Mention—Lulu M. Stryker, 
John Loizeaux. 
Very Creditable—Nellie Giles, Hannah Higgins, 
Kittie F. Garretson, S. Arthur Bingaman. 


Prize for Greatest Improvement—Gertrude Hunter. - 
_ Honorable Mention—Eleanor Dyer, 
Joshua Loizeaux. 
Very Creditable—Amy Whitney, 
Olivia Bogardus. 


Graduates of the Grammar School, 


IQOO. 


Francis Ketcham Anderson, 
May Everett Anthony, 
Rachel Stuart Aughiltree, 
George Luason Babcock, 
Mae Batchelor, 

Violet A. Beerbower, 
Arline Bell, 

Ruth Leonore Berg, 
Evelyn May Berg, 

Louis Bock, 

Herbert John DuBois, 
Bessie Wright Bond 

Anna Francis Brodnax, 
VanWyck Brooks, 

Clara Louise Buckle, 
Jessie Alice Burt, 

Louise Ruth Coleman, 
Walter Craig, 

Lidar iwbay. 

Jean Douglass, 

Mary Harriot Dunhani, 
Florence DeForeest, 
Harold Chamberlain Fenno, 
Walter Foster, 

Dorothy Fleming, 
Christina F. Frederickson, 
Leonard W. Gavett, 
Erma M. Green, 

Eloise Haven, 

Viola May Hellyer, 
Hmma Kellogg, 

Margaret Francis Kenney, 
Ethel Hall Kinsey, 
Martha Klein, 

Fluola; MeeB sane 2 £ 
Emma Line, 


Mary Linda Line, 

Frank H. Lock, 

Monroe Hyde Long, 
Jessie Maclay, 

Robert Latham Marcley, 
Lawrence Miller, 
Cornelia Miller, 

Helen Anneta Monro, 
Margaret C. Nash, 
Charles F. Neagle, 
Hlizabeth Ellis Phillips, 
Etta Randolph, 

Anna Coriell Randall, 
Lulu Randolph, 

Martha Adelaide Robert, 
Helen Robins, 
Katherine Manning Rocap, 
Margaretta C. Runyon, 
Henry Munn Slauson, 
Lillian Snodgrass, 

Jessie Katherine Stevens, 
Lulu May Stryker, 
Mabel Rebecca Teimplin 
Bessie Rizpah TenEyck, 
Mary F. Tildon, 

Joseph Lord Tweedy, 


Francis Ludlow VanDeventer, 


Ada VanDoren, 

William P. VanEps, 
Anna Lillian Walsh, 
Anna Louise Wenzel, 
Amy Lewis Whitney, 
Winifred Grace Wilcox, 
Elizabeth T. Wilson, 
Emily Lawrence Winant, 
H. de Piva Wright. 


Order of Exercises. 


Sawove CHAPEL» =". <- - - : : : Calkin 
. Chorus from Whittier School. 
DECLAMATION—Our Responsibility in the Philippines, 
Senator Albert J. Beveridge 
Harold C. Fenno. 


RECITATION—Horatius at the Bridge, : - Macaulay 
Mae Everett Anthony. 
DECLAMATION—The Galley Slave, - - ~ Abbey 
Frank H. Lock. 

ANCHORED, - - - - - - - Watson 
Chorus by School. 

RECITATION—The Passing of Arthur, - - - Tennyson 
Anna Coriell Randall. 

RECITATION—A Song of Home, - - - - Meyers 
Jean Douglass. 
RECITATION—Contrasted Soliloquies,  - - Jane Taylor 
Mae Batchelor. 

a. WITH HEARTS BY JOY ELATED, - - . Wiegand 
b. THE CALL’ TO ARMs, - - - - - Veazte 


Chorus by the School. 
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ADDRESS. 
Superintendent B. C. GREGORY, Trenton, N. J. 


CHEERFULNESS, - - - - $ = Gumbert 
Chorus from Ninth Grade. 


| ADDRESS ALOM TH biG hey Weas ibs 
Henry M. MAxson, Superintendent of Schools. 


THE DucK AND KANGAROO, - - - - Ingraham 
Chorus by the School. 
PRESENTATION OF DIPLOMAS, 
By the President of the Board of Education, 
Je Bo PROBASCO, UME, 


THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER, - s Z mes 
Chorus by the School. 


Course of Study in the Plainfield 


High School. 


{Electives are printed in italics. ) 


BIRS TEV HAR ECLASS: 


CLASSICAL. LATIN—SCIENTIFIC. 
ee Diy NAc dee caren ak a orig Shige ee a mia, ce aye) 
COSA aN ae ie 5 tbe EWEN S UR tr AA ee ck NR 5 
MG OLE riches Ce aa tse Saas, eet 5 ALOUD Abate NG he eed oie ne aes 3 
OTCMMUETICtOPY,. iy #2 clan oi slants 5 Ancient History, or \ 

LHW SLCOL Cr COSPA DIR fr an Fe ) 
A pita tral Sa ke | 18 
SECOND VY TARS CLASS: 
bh 9 gene a 5 Bnglishin, bits, eat aS 
VCE STIG 2 a a a oie Ro area ee 5 CERES Re. el Manone pees gat Sedo 5 
TROT Ne CDI NR ae 5 PRLS Dk eee Wee BEN da ee ghoPh 0, ov ats 2% 
PAPE Me AG Rib eke gee Fe ols BMn | Physics ors): 
French j pil smelts cash ct enseixe fo) Whe tw Cen ee 5 
: y ert CE ROR. Tiley Rieae eee 
JUNIOR CLASS. 
BPS rate tye sania on, eee aS 3 English. eT Rat Ct UAE mead: 3 
NVR AC a) re eae a Se le gee eee ats CCC MAUR tet te Nate ar a ete fae, 5 
Rar ISLOT EM via! Moin untae. se 5 CEOUTCLL VE Cate shite oe n s ee 5 
Geometry, or I) : Chemistry, or 
Science, ie TL gah per french, or 
Wod erties F1Bstory. OF Ta es 5 
English Literature, 
3 | 18 
SENIOR CLASS. 
LV eg NES gel 72) Gee ae cee Ane Re ere g | English se ga Pale eae au ee eS 3 
DRC c Mitte Tid Et 5) sige ib eye cle e 5 iar ot Legear. Seite yo ae ie sak 5 
BPO CiM Ahir t in ke eS 5 2 of the following : 
Geometry, or ) french, 
German, or French. {°° 5 German, 
Linglish Literature, ve 
Astronomy and Geology, | °°" ~ 
ffistory, Solid Geometry, 
| and Trigonometry, 
ied 18 
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FIRST YEAR CLASS. 

“MODERN “LANGUAGE. COMMERCIAL, 
English Pia DER AN Babs Baby NPY OS Sg English <2 )22 eee a, sect oes 5 
English History and Civics... 5 Bookkeeping? (isn) eee 5 
Alvebrag ai gece ee sere eer 5 Algebra va ac ce 5 
Physical’ Geosra pny ween en 5 AN Client) FiIStoly. (0 oe ee 5 

Aas SOE aires): 
SHCOND-YEAR CLASS 
Eng lise Ao ok ae peers 5 Hnelish » aie ay ee eee 
Bren che ee ees ite eee 5 Stenography and Typewriting* : 
Algebral Mi comin ecm rhe ree 242). Bookkeeping ts yt a 7a eee 5 
Physics, or } flistory, or 
Ancient History a | ar ee ape ) Ancient or Modern Language, or > 5 
 SCLENCE, 
ee : som 
JUNIOR CLASS. 
English): ee ae sore @ ‘English. panies ee 2 
French.) eee ee eee 5 Stenography and Typewriting* 5 
2 of the following : Advanced Bookkeeping®...... 4 
Geometry, 2 of the following : 
Chemistry, Geometry, 
Modern Ffistory, \ SS IEAM ei Ancient or Modern Language, 
Linglish Literature. ) Science, fe) 
Llistory, | 
Linglish Literature. J 
18 22 
SENIOR CLASS 
English?) icceeh cane een 3 Ea Slight cai) at 0 ce eres ee: 
French 2.022 aa, eee 5 Stenography and Typewriting* 3 
German a, tg ce ees ee 5 Officerrracttee’ sx ko am: a pete 4 
Geometry, or 2 of the following : 
Science, or ) Mathematics, | 
History, or j oe ae tens 5 Ancient or Modern Language, 
Linglish Literature. Scrence, fe) 
Lhistory, | 
English Literature. ‘) 
18 20 
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ENGLISH. 


PiRSiIsY RAR CLASS. | JUNIOR CLASS. 
Seg IS alae Bo ae a ae PaO GeAishie vere tht. tece ar ee ats a 
Pr Ula ras Rie ac rau Ove: «0 Se CrCOTICLL Vi, Beto ais tanh ao, cots 5 
Peet etoryand Civics. 5. ii -Cheniistry: Soule. .4 4 5 
Enysical Geography... 2... 5 INbOCerns HIStOL yas ian * ort tt 5 

18 18 
SECOND-YEAR CLASS. | SHNIOR CLASS. 

Met SEY ses ors le, coca we oe Eas Perlis baie ahve eres el oss a 

Baa SUA le aii | schshre won't (anipia e 2% Solid Geometry and Trigonom- 
Bat ase Papert eek a Car vale, rte ge 5 CLES eRe ae achas On succes a, 5 
Beemer FLISCOTY. ones chilh rarest ¢ 5 | Astronomy and Geology...... 5 
Pehle iterature ye eee 5 
17% | 18 


The starred subjects are recitations requiring no preparation. 

The figures indicate the number of recitations per week during 4o 
weeks. 

Vocal music is required, one period a week throughout the course. 

Drawing may be elected one period a week throughout the course, 


and receives credit. 


Explanation of Course of Study. 


AIM OF THE SCHOOL. 


The High School continues the work of education done in 
the Grammar School. Its course of study is arranged to meet 
the wants of all classes of pupils. The large amount of choice 
which it offers in the selection of a course and of subjects 
within that course is in keeping with its character as the last 
step in public education. While it aims primarily to discipline 
the mind and to form the character aright, it seeks also to 
introduce the pupil to the world’s treasures of general 
knowledge. 


COURSES OF -STUDY. 


The Classical and Latin-Scientific Courses of study offer 
the college preparatory pupil opportunity for ample preparation 
for entering any university or college in the country. Those 
who maintain a satisfactory standing in their classes will be 
admitted on certificate of the principal, without examination, 
at Amherst, Williams, Wesleyan, Oberlin, New York Univer- 
sity, Vassar, Smith, Wellesley, and other colleges where the 
plan is in force. They will also be fitted to enter without con- 
ditions, Princeton, Harvard, Yale, and Columbia. 

The Latin-Scientific is the general Course. In no way can 
a pupil so readily gain a mastery of the English language as by 
the study of some foreign language, preferably Latin. 
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Laboratory facilities and methods of teaching science 
enable the pupil to approach those subjects in the proper way, 
and to learn by doing. 

The Modern Language Course affords opportunity of 
making French and German the leading studies of the course. 

The Business Course not only gives the technical instruc- 
tion which fits the pupil for a business career, but it also has 
an important disciplinary value in training to correctness and 
accuracy, and it offers a large fund of general information. 


SELECTION OF COURSES. 


Upon admission to the High School, pupils are required to 
choose and pursue regularly one of the prescribed courses of 
study, For satisfactory reasons, a pupil may be allowed to 
take less than the required number of studies, and to graduate 
in five or more years. 

A change of course will ordinarily not be allowed except 
at the beginning of the year, and then only upon the personal 
or written request of the parent. 

Pupils sustaining a satisfactory record in their regular 
courses may elect studies from other courses to meet their 
special needs. 


PROMOTION. 
At the end of the year pupils are ‘‘ promoted,’’ “‘con- 
ditioned,’’ or ‘‘ not promoted.’’ A pupil is promoted whose 


>) 


standingiissnot lessthan 75 per.cent,, or)” fair)” in any 
prescribed study. 

A pupil conditioned in any subject will not be classified 
with the next higher class until that subject is satisfactorily 
completed under the teacher’s direction. Ordinarily only one 
supplementary examination will be given, and failure in this, 
or neglect to remove the condition within a reasonable time, 


will be followed by requirement to repeat the study in class. 
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A pupil not promoted in any study must take that study 
again in class, although he may enter upon advanced studies 
in place of those satisfactorily completed. 

Exclusion from opportunity to take examination will fol- 
low very poor class work. 

Standings are determined by taking into account the class 
work, examinations, and the teacher’s estimate of progress. 


ADMISSION. 


All graduates from the city Grammar Schools are admitted 
without examination. Other pupils desiring to enter the High 
School must pass examinations in Arithmetic, English Gram- 
mar, Spelling, and United States History. A course 1n 
Spencer’s Inventional Geometry will add much to the pupil’s 
ability to do the High School work. 


NON-RESIDENT PUPILS. 


Non-resident pupils are admitted to the full privileges of 
the School. They are required to pay tuition, to sustain a 
satisfactory record, and conform to all the requirments made 
of resident pupils ; and they have the same use of the library, 
apparatus, and other aids to study. 

Non-resident graduates are admitted to post-graduate 
study without payment of tuition. 


LENGTH OF >. YEAR: 


For convenience in arranging the work, the school year is 
divided into two terms of twenty weeks each; but the vaca- 
tions occur at Christmas time and about the first of April. 


First Report of Plainfield Public 
Schools, 1848. 


The Trustees of the Plainfield District, in’ presenting an 
account of the manner in which they have performed the trust 
imposed upon them by their fellow citizens, have no apology to 
offer, nor do they believe any needed, for not only have they 
exceeded their own anticipations under the unfavorable circum- 
stances of the case, but have most effectually proved the 
practicability of the system of public school instruction in our 
village. It may not be known to all that by the new school 
law the discretion or power of the Trustees in relation to the 
application of the public money has been very much limited. 
Previous to the passage of this law it had been the practice in 
this place, and we presume in many other places, for the Trus- 
tees to bestow the funds placed in their hands upon such school 
or schools within their limits as they thought proper, these 
schools at the same time being under the entire control of their 
teachers, and their individual property. This plan is now 
impracticable, for it is directed, ‘‘ That it shall be the duty of 
the Trustees of the several school districts in this State as soon 
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— 


as may be after their election aforesaid to provide a suitable 
house or room where a school shall be taught and to contract 
with and employ a competent teacher having a certificate of 
license,’’ &c. ; 

Unwilling to assume too much responsibility, and yet 
endeavoring to conform to the law, your Trustees directed 
their first efforts to engage those employed at that time as 
teachers and deemed best qualified on every consideration to 
give satisfaction to the community. After some negotiation 
with those preferred and when arrangements had been verbally 
consummated, the proposals of the Trustees were uncere- 
moniously rejected. Disappointed in this plan, their next 
effort was to obtain buildings adapted to their object and 
organize schools as directed by the statute. Here they again 
found theniselves in difficulty, for Plainfield, with its 8 churches 
and 429 children between the ages of 5 and 16 years, did not 
and does not possess a single building adapted to a common 
school, and as their only chance they were obliged to rent, for 
one of the two schools proposed, an unoccupied hatter’s shop, 
for the lower part of the village, and for the other the second 
story of a building erected originally for a cabinet shop. 
These rooms were repaired and put in habitable condition, 
benches and desks provided, teachers with the most ample 
testimonials as to.capacity and experience were employed, and 
from the 16th of August to the present time the school has 
been in most successful operation, in fact, no more could be 
received in them without rendering necessary the employment 
of another teacher, and this with the advantages of perfect 
uniformity of text books and the most satisfactory arrangement 
of classes. 

The following statistics exhibit the condition of the school. 
as to numbers and the principal studies : 


first Quarter. Second Quarter. 


Whole number‘on register ?,) 05>. 2. 167 180 
Average attendancesm ay sneer 128 140 
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Bi CuUcati eA TIVE TiCgeen sw panes «ki. O.L 70 
> eOurd phy Marty crrave eset hy 54 65 
ih INDE aie IS LOR yap eence oc ns 12 12 
a (Cagiken Given Qe Mccain een eam 12 16 
ie cots Pag AO) 32h GIAO G aire ene era IO 10 
Ni CHRIS es A Sa tla: Or ae a 96 100 


The following statement exhibits the liabilities incurred 
by the Trustees : 


TESS TS as hie Pedal ie ante Wa ee a $480 00 
PeorlisO mOULIGING Seat fh fe seer aan el 60 00 
Hares Uae Gen tor Orcs os NTS oy co ate ip vont ah ahapd Reet OLAS 
Mes Kora Ce DOnClesh ik. ee. oylail eles jie. to 44 00 
MEU UO VCS ak ey oy bet Sri. SU MS 6 00 
Boccamom pOhem CHildreniy' sy. 08 lhc ite 
DYE Reve URE Re ea a a RE oe og 230 
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The fund of $300 voted by the township for the tuition of 
the children of those supposed to be unable to pay it without 
inconvenience to themselves, was placed at the disposal of the 
Trustees of the several districts of the township with the 
understanding that it should secure free tuition for all who 
were of this class. The public money appropriated to the 
district by the Superintendent, including the proportion of the 
fund above stated, amounts to $681.66, leaving a deficiency of 
nearly $50 to be made good by the charge of one dollar per 
quarter to those able and willing to pay this sum. When this 
assessment is all received there will be sufficient means to meet 
every obligation incurred. 

In calling this meeting the Trustees have not only been 
actuated by a desire to lay before their constituents the history 
of their doings, but to give an opportunity for consultation and 
agreement upon some plan for the future. The time has now 
arrived when the school must close, for not only are their funds 
exhausted, but it is impossible to obtain even for another month 
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the unsuitable apartments at present occupied. As an indis- 
pensible condition to any course which may be adopted, it is 
necessary, first of all, to erect a building for the purpose. The 
plan which seems adapted to our circumstances, which is 
unanimously approved by us and recommiended for your 
adoption, is to build one school house for the whole village, in 
as central a position as practicable, and capable of containing in 
its basement and two stories all the children of the district, if 
necessary, with grounds sufficiently ample to allow of recrea- 
tion without infringing on the street or adjoining property. 
With such a building a perfect classification can be made of the 
scholars—by placing the larger boys by themselves in one 
room, the larger girls in another, and the smaller of both sexes 
in the third, each with teachers adapted to them—more than 
double the number of scholars can be taught than with the 
same number of teachers each in his independent school, and 
equally well. 

To teach 300 children, which is the number for which we 
must make our estimates, would require but one male teacher 
of good qualifications, for the large boys, the remainder would 
be managed equally well, perhaps better, by females, with half 
the salary that the principal would receive, or less. Here, of 
course, would be a great saving in the most expensive item of 
expenditure—wages. This plan-is not new; it is pursued in 
most of the cities and villages in New England, New York and 
by some in New Jersey, and wherever tried meets with un- 
qualified approval. But we would not urge this plan for its 
economy alone—it is a duty we owe to ourselves, to our chil- 
dren and to posterity that we should render common school 
education accessible to all, for thus alone can we provide for 
the permanent security of our Republican institutions, and for 
the preservation of national intelligence and virtue. 

Shall we unite on this question? Plainfield, it is true, 
could not support two seminaries, but cannot we provide amply 
for one common school? It is not requisite that we should fit 
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our sons for college, but should not the humblest lad among us 
be qualified to perform in time with credit, the duties of a good 
citizen. To obtain the opinion of this meeting, we would 
submit the following resolution for your consideration : 
Resolved, 'Yhat application be made to the Legislatue, now 
in session, for an act empowering the inhabitants of Plainfield 
District No. 1, to raise money by tax for the erection of a school 
house and for the support of Public Schools in said district, the 
amount to be determined at the annual town meeting. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ZACHARIAH WEBSTER, 
Wm. SUTTON, 
JESSE VAIL, 
ROBERT ANDERSON, 
Wan. DuNN, 
Wm. P. WILLIAMSON, 
C. H. STILLMAN, Supt. of Schools. 


Read and adopted by the District Meeting, Feb. 14, 1848. 


In consequence of the nearly unanimous approval of the 
plan thus recommended by the Trustees, petitions numerously 
signed were forwarded to the Legislature. Although very late 
in the session when the petitions were received, a law was 
passed granting the power asked for and limiting the amount 
thus to be raised to $2,000 per annum. One of the articles 
render it necessary that ‘‘ the Trustees and Town Superintend- 
ent agree upon such sum of money as they or a majority of 
them may think proper to recommend to be raised at any one 
Town Meeting, and advertise the same for three weeks success- 
ively prior to such Town Meeting in a newspaper published in 
Plainfield. This official notice is subjoined. 


NOTICE. 


In conformity with Article 4th of an Act, entitled “‘ An 
Act to authorize the inhabitants of District number one in the 


46 BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Township of Plainfield, in the County of Essex, to raise money 
to build school houses’’—the undersigned Trustees of said 
district and the Superintendent of Public Schools of said town- 
ship do. agree upon the sum of twelve hundred dollars as 
necessary to be raised at the ensuing Town Meeting, for the 
purposes stated in the act aforesaid. 


C. H. STILLMAN, 
Supt. Public Schools. 


ZACHARIAH WEBSTER, 
Wo. SUTTON, 

JESSE VAIL, 

Rost. ANDERSON, 
Won. Dunn, 

Won. P. WILLIAMSON, 


pL PLES LEGS? 


PLAINFIELD, March 14, 1848. 


Notr.—The building erected in accordance with the above was com- 
pleted in November, 1848, at a cost of about $3,600, and school opened 
the same month with about 200 pupils, under the instruction of George 
H. Mann and two assistant teachers. 


